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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 0867 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:CVIS,EEWT, RO, IS 

SUBJECT: ROMANIAN JEWISH EMIGRATION TO ISRAEL 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 472 
B. STATE 24225 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED QUESTION OF SHARP JANUARY DROP OF ROMANIAN 
EMIGRATION WITH YITHAK COHEN, CHAIRMAN OF ISRAEL-ROMANIAN 
IMMIGRANT ORGANIZATION. COHEN DID NOT EXPRESS SPECIAL 
CONCERN OVER THIS DROP, AND SAID THAT THERE WAS LITTLE 
HOPE THAT THE YEARLY RATE OF EMIGRATION WOULD EXCEED 
1,000 TO 1,500. THUS, NO PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE SHOULD 
BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE LOW JANUARY FIGURE AS RFELECTING 
POLICY CHANGE. WHILE HE HAD NOT YET DISCUSSED WITH MFA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL AVINERI THE LATTER'S RECENT DISCUSSIONS 
IN BUCHAREST ON THIS SUBJECT, HE PLANNED TO DO SO IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. HE ALSO WANTED TO ASK AVINERI FOR HIS 
VIEWS ON ROMANIAN REACTION TO MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIA- 
TIONS (REFTEL A). (COHEN IS CHAIRMAN OF THE ISRAELI SECTION OF 
THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS AND CONSIDERED CLOSE TO 
NAHUM GOLDMANN.) 
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